How To Build

A Concrete Base

Using Concreted4U & Lightwater Quarries Aggregates
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Before You
Start

Building a concrete base Iis an essential
task for many outdoor projects, such as
sheds, patios or BBQs. A well-constructed
base ensures the stability and longevity

of your structure.

n this guide, we'll walk you through the
orocess of building a concrete base using
top-quality materials from Concrete4U and
Lightwater Quarries.

Keep reading to
learn more
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Materials & Tools

B Concrete Mix: Concrete4U provides
nigh-quality concrete tailored to your
oroject needs.

B Aggregates: Lightwater Quarries supplies
the finest aggregates.

B Rebar or Steel Mesh: For reinforcing the
concrete (optional)

Formwork (Wooden Planks): To shape
the concrete base

B Metal / Wooden Pins: To secure formwork
B Shovel & Wheelbarrow

B Trowel / Float

B Spirit Level & Tape Measure

B Wooden Stakes & String

Bl Tamping Board

B Aggregate Compactor: \Wacker Plate
or Hand Tamper
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Step by
Step Guide

1. Plan & Measure
Determine Size & Location

B [dentify the exact spot where you want
the concrete base. Consider tactors like
drainage and proximity to other structures
(e.g. hedges / tree roots, overhead
obstructions, accessibility).

B Measure the area where you want the
base. Mark the perimeter using wooden
stakes and string.

Tip: Ensure the area is level and clear of
any roots, debris or large rocks. This will
prevent any unevenness in your base.
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2. Excavation
Excavate the Area

B Dig out the marked area to a depth of at
least 6-8 inches. The depth can vary
depending on the load the base will bear.

B Remove all soil and debris from the area.

Add Layer of Aggregates

B Fill the excavated area with a 3-4 inch
ayer of Type 1 from Lightwater Quarries.
f extra drainage is required use 20mm of
Washed Limestone under the Type T
aggregate.

B Compact the Type 1 and 10/20mm
Washed Limestone using a tamper or
plate compactor. A well-compacted base

'S crucial for the longevity of your concrete
base.

For more information on the excavation depths, please read our

How to Decide the Depth of Aggregates & Concrete for a Base: A
Comprehensive Guide.
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3. Setting Up Formwork
Construct the Formwork

B Use wooden planks to create a frame
around the excavated area. The height of
the formwork should match the desired
thickness of concrete base.

B Secure the formwork with wooden stakes
placed ever 2-3 feet around the perimeter.
Ensure that the formwork is level by using
a spirit level.

Reinforcement

B Place rebar or steel mesh within the
formwork, ensuring it’s elevated slightly
off the ground. This reinforcement will
provide additional strength to your
concrete base.

Tip: Concreted4U can provide advice and
expert guidance on the appropriate concrete
mix and reinforcement for your specific project.

See our Setting Up For Formwork Guide for more info
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4. The Concrete
Ordering the Concrete

B Call or email Concrete4U (01765 635 435
or sales@concreted4u.co.uk) to book your
required slot, normally 2/3 days in advance
or longer for weekends.

Depending on what your concrete base is

for will depend on what type of concrete you
require. We can advise you directly or you can
use our Selecting The Right Concrete guide.

Pour the Concrete

B Pour the concrete into the formwork evenly,
ensuring it fills all corners.

B Use a shovel or a rake to spread the
concrete and eliminate any air pockets.

See our detailed Pouring & Finishing Guide for more info
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Leveling & Smoothing

B Use a straight edge, such as a wooden
olank (tamping board) to level the surface
of the concrete. Move it back and forth
(cutting action) across the formwork to
smooth the surface.

B Use the tamping board across the top of
the form work from one side to the other in
small up and down movements to remove
all the air from the concrete.

B Repeat the above process until the desired
level Is achieved.

B Follow up with a float to finish the surtace
to your desired texture.

See our detailed Pouring & Finishing Guide for more info
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5. Curing the Concrete
Allow the Concrete to Set

B |ctthe concrete base cure for at least
24-48 hours. Avoid stepping on it during
this period.

Moisture Control

B |ntimes of hot weather, shading from the
sun and/or damping with mist of water will
help avoid surface cracking. In times of
colder weather, frost protection covering

for the whole base may be needed.

f below -3 degrees, it's advisable not to

oour the concrete.

Removing the Formwork

B After about a week, carefully remove the
formwork. The concrete should be
sufficiently set by this time.

For best results, allow the concrete to cure fully (usually 28 days)
before placing any heavy objects on it.
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Why Choose
Concreted4U &
Lightwater Quarries?

Concreted4U provides a wide range of
ready-mix and volumetric concrete solutions
tailored to your specific needs, ensuring the
best quality for your project.

Lightwater Quarries offers quality
aggregates that are essential for creating a
strong and stable base, available in various
sizes and types.

Start your project with confidence.
Visit Concrete4U and Lightwater
Quarries today to get the best
materials for your concrete base!
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